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Perspectives: A New Series of Articles Begins in this Issue of JID
Russell P. Hall, III Deputy Editor
In this issue of the JID we are proud to introduce a new
series of articles entitled ‘Perspectives’. It is our goal to
provide the investigative community with an up-to-date
source of the latest research in a wide variety of fields of
current interest and importance to cutaneous and epithelial
biology. Perspectives are designed to be short focused
updates, and they are aimed at bringing the typical JID
reader up to speed on a topical area of interest. They are
not intended to be all-inclusive reviews, but rather to
provide a general background with a focus on the most
up-to-date work. Figures for these articles have been
created by a medical illustrator in collaboration with the
authors, to ensure they are high-quality illustrations that will
serve our readers well.
The first articles in our Perspectives series appears in
this month’s JID and are focused on Innate Immunity. The
innate immunity comprises the host’s immediate response
to a wide variety of infectious and other threats and also
plays a key role in the adaptive immune response. In this
issue are articles by Jenny Kim and Robert Modlin on Toll
Like Receptors, Clemens Esche, Cristiana Stellato and Lisa
Beck on the role of chemokines in innate and acquired
immunity and Marissa H. Braff, Antoanella Bardan, Victor
Nizet and Richard Gallo on anti-microbial peptides. In an
upcoming issue the series will continue with an article by
Richard Sonthimer on the role of C1q on innate and a
discussion of the interface between innate and acquired
immunity by Rachael Clark and Thomas Kupper.
Upcoming topics in the Perspectives series will include:
Immune T Cells (Tregs, cytotoxic T cells and g/d T cells),
Techniques for Analysis of Microarrays, Vascular and
Lymphatic Vessels in the Skin, Epidermal and Follicular
Stem Cells, Human Thermal Plume, Apoptosis, Neuroen-
docrinology of the Skin, and Anti-oxidants in the Skin.
Recognized specialists in each field have agreed to write a
brief update for future publication in the JID. The Editors are
grateful to the authors of these articles, who have
contributed their work to us without compensation.
We hope you find this new series to be intellectually
stimulating, and that it serves its goal of bringing you up to
date on important, developing issues in the field. We invite
your input regarding future topics and potential authors; we
would be especially interested in developing contributions
from experts outside of dermatology and traditional
investigative dermatology and cutaneous biology.
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